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Name, Location, Ownership      
1. Historic name  Hilton Park Roadside Safety   

    Rest Area (Hilton State Park)   

2. District or area       

3. Street and number off Spaulding Turnpike   

4. City or town  Dover     

5. County  Strafford    

6. Current owner NHDOT: Bureau of Turnpikes  

Function or Use 
7. Current use(s) Recreation and Culture:   

    Outdoor Recreation   

8. Historic use(s) Recreation and Culture   

    Outdoor Recreation   

Architectural Information 
9. Style N/A      

10. Architect/builder Unknown    

11. Source  N/A     

12. Construction date c. 1945, c. 1965    

13. Source NH Bureau Rights of Way, NHDOT,   

   oral history, visual inspection   

14. Alterations, with dates 1981, 1983: boundary   

  change; c. 2010: pavilion altered   

15. Moved?    no    yes    date:      

Exterior Features 
16. Foundation  N/A     

17. Cladding    N/A     

18. Roof material N/A     

19. Chimney material N/A     

20. Type of roof  N/A     

21. Chimney location N/A     

22. Number of stories N/A      

23. Entry location N/A     

24. Windows  N/A     

 Replacement?    no    yes    date:  

Site Features 
25. Setting  Waterfront; Other (highway)   

26. Outbuildings Shed, storage; Other (picnic pavilion)   

     27. Landscape features Foundation; Fences; Hedges; Mature  

trees; Monument; Paths/Walkways; Stone Walls; Other (playground)     

28. Acreage  10 acres      

29. Tax map/parcel # 8-26     

30 State Plane Feet (NAD83) (picnic pavilion location)  

x: 1,208,141.4;  y: 226,879.1     

31. USGS quadrangle and scale Portsmouth 1:24000  
Form prepared by 

32. Name  Nicole Benjamin-Ma    

33. Organization VHB      

34.   Date of survey November 2018    

35. Photo #1       Direction: N    

36. Date November 2018        

37. Reference (file name or frame#):   DOV0150_1    
     

PLEASE STAPLE A 4-INCH BY 6-INCH 

PHOTOGRAPH IN THIS SPACE. 

 

PHOTOS SHOULD BE PRINTED ON PHOTO 

PAPER. 

 

IT IS OKAY TO TURN PHOTOGRAPHS ON THEIR 

SIDES SO THAT THEY FIT IN THIS SPACE 
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39.  LOCATION MAP:  

 

 

 
40.  PROPERTY MAP:  
 

 

1 

3 

2 

Survey boundary 
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43. Architectural Description and Comparative Evaluation: 
 
(updated March 2019) 
 
Hilton State Park was inventoried in 2005, and in January 2006, NHDHR determined the park not eligible for the National 
Register due to diminished integrity. The DOE noted that the picnic pavilion (located on the west side of the park) should 
be individually evaluated, however, should the proposed Spaulding Turnpike improvements impact the structure. As no 
impacts to the pavilion were anticipated, individual eligibility was not evaluated further. 
 
Site visits conducted by VHB in November and November 2018 noted that the picnic pavilion has been highly altered 
since the preparation of the 2005 inventory form. The 2005 form describes the pavilion as “rustic,” with dual stone 
fireplaces venting through a large fieldstone chimney exiting through the pyramidal roof. Wood was another prominent 
material, providing the thick framing of the structure as well as its characteristic, square-sawn picnic tables and benches. 
Set near the waterfront overlooking the General Sullivan Bridge and the Little Bay, the pavilion afforded visitors a 
particularly attractive view of both natural and engineering features. 
 
While the pavilion’s wood framing is intact, several of the original features and materials were removed or replaced during 
maintenance activities in 2007 (D. Lacasse, NHDOT, March 2018). The pavilion no longer retains the stone fireplaces and 
chimney. While a new concrete pad was poured in the center of the structure and the roof cupola was rebuilt for the future 
installation of a modern fireplace, this has not yet occurred. The square-sawn picnic tables have been replaced by modern 
metal tube-framed versions. Other maintenance undertaken in 2007 included pouring a new concrete foundation, and 
reshingling the asphalt-shingled roof. Although the location of the pavilion has not changed, the setting has been 
somewhat altered by the 2011 reconstruction of the north approach to the General Sullivan Bridge, which abuts the park 
approximately 40 feet east of the pavilion. In 2018 construction was completed on a new Little Bay Bridge, between the 
existing Little Bay Bridges and the General Sullivan Bridge. 
 
 
44. National or State Register Criteria Statement of Significance: 
 
(updated March 2019) 
 
Although the 2006 DOE concluded that the park, as a whole, lacked integrity to convey its historic context, the form notes 
that the picnic pavilion, with its rustic materials, was a “noteworthy character-defining element typical of this era of park 
construction” under Criterion C. Subsequent alterations to the pavilion have removed several of the materials and features 
that defined the structure’s original character as a rustic-style shelter of the 1930s. Therefore, the picnic pavilion is not 
considered to be eligible under Criterion C.  
 
As a standalone recreational element, the pavilion lacks significance under Criterion A; its recent alterations have also 
removed several rustic elements that would have been a hallmark of 1930s-era recreational construction. The pavilion is 
not known to be associated with any significant persons, and therefore is not considered eligible under Criterion B. 
 
 
46. Statement of Integrity: 
 
(updated March 2019) 
 
The integrity of the picnic pavilion has been compromised by the removal of several original features and materials, 
including the stone fireplaces and chimney, wood picnic tables and benches, and likely wood roof shingles. Therefore, the 
structure lacks integrity of materials, workmanship, and feeling; integrity of design is minimal but present in the heavy 
wood frame of the structure. While integrity of location is intact, integrity of setting and association have been somewhat 
changed by the reconstruction of the north approach to the General Sullivan Bridge, construction of/improvements to the 
Little Bay Bridges, and the closure of the General Sullivan Bridge to all users in November 2018. 
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47. Boundary Discussion: 
 
The boundary of the current survey is the pavilion and its immediate environs, approximately 25 feet from the pavilion 
perimeter. 
 
 
48. Bibliography and/or References: 
 
(updated March 2019) 
 
Lacasse, Dana, NH Department of Transportation, Bureau of Turnpikes, pers. comm. with N. Benjamin-Ma, VHB, March 
2018. 
 
 
 

Photograph Index 
  
  

 

 

 

 
 
  

Photo #1 DOV0150_1 View of picnic pavilion  Photographer facing N Nov. 2018 
Photo #2 DOV0150_2 Picnic pavilion with Little Bay in background Photographer facing S Nov. 2018 
Photo #3 DOV0150_3 General Sullivan Bridge with new north approach 

(left) and picnic pavilion (right) 
Photographer facing SE Nov. 2018 

Surveyor’s Evaluation: 
 
NR listed: individual ____ NR eligible:   NR Criteria: A  ____ 
  within district ____  individual ____   B  ____ 
     within district ____   C  ____ 
Integrity: yes ____  not eligible __x__   D  ____ 
  no __x_  more info needed ____   E  ____ 
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Date photos taken: November 2018 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Photo # _2_     Description:  Picnic pavilion with Little Bay in background 
Reference (file name or frame#): DOV0150_2     Direction:   S 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Photo # _3_     Description:  General Sullivan Bridge with new north approach (left) and picnic pavilion (right) 
Reference (file name or frame#): DOV0150_3     Direction:   SE 

STAPLE PHOTO HERE 
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PHOTO KEY IS LOCATED ON PAGE 2, #40 “Property Map” 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

I, the undersigned, confirm that the photos in this inventory form have not been digitally 
manipulated and that they conform to the standards set forth in the NHDHR Photo Policy.  
These photos were printed at the following commercial printer OR were printed using the 
following printer, ink, and paper: __Canon Pixma MG7720, Canon Photo Plus Paper Glossy, 
and Canon CLI-271 inks.  (Color photos must be professionally printed.) 
The negatives or digital files are housed at/with: __VHB, Watertown, MA_______________. 
 
SIGNED:  
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